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Canon R-serie
Canon Flex

Mai 1959

The top-class 35mm camera market gradually shifted from rangefinder
cameras to single-lens reflex cameras. The major reason was that SLRs could
handle close-ups, photomicrography, duplication work, and other applications
without being constrained by the limits of rangefinder camera lenses. When
Canon introduced the Canonflex, its first SLR, there were already eight SLR
models on the market.
The Canonflex used a high-quality, breechlock lens mount. The lens flange ring
was turned to lock the lens onto the camera flange's bayonet lugs. The lens
flange and camera flange did not rub against each other like today's lens
mounts.The camera used Super-Canomatic lenses which had a fast, fullyautomatic diaphragm. A 130-degree winding trigger at the camera bottom
enabled quick film advance. An external selenium exposure meter could also be
attached.

Canon R-serie
Canon Flex RP

September 1960

To cut costs, the camera had a fixed, eye-level pentaprism viewfinder. This was
the economy or "Populaire" version of the Canonflex.
The self-timer was operated by a simple lever, and the pentaprism cover was
part of the single-piece top cover. Other features and performance were the
same as the original Canonflex.

Canon R-serie
Canon Flex R2000 September 1960

Deluxe version of the Canonflex. With a top shutter speed of 1/2000 sec., the
fastest ever for any camera, the R2000 was a high-performance 35mm SLR.
Other than that, it was the same as the original Canonflex. The viewfinder used
a Fresnel matte focusing screen without a rangefinder.

Canon R-serie
Canon Flex RM April 1962

Although this camera belongs to the Canonflex series, it was developed as an
entirely different model.
Although it used the same body shell as the Canonflex, the pentaprism was
set very low, giving the body a unique shape. The top cover looked high, and the
film advance lever fitted stylishly into a slot on the top cover. Coupled to the
large shutter speed dial was the built-in selenium exposure meter which
indicated the proper aperture. Following the Konica F in 1960, the Canonflex
RM was Japan's second SLRcamera to feature a built-in exposure meter. The
RM's meter was based on the same concept as the Canon 7's built-in meter. A
built-in exposure meter was deemed as essential for taking good pictures.

Canon F-serie
Canon FX

April 1964

After the Canonflex R-series, the Canon FX was the first in a new series having
an aperture linkage on a new lens mount.
The model designation's "flex" (for single-lens reflex) suffix was replaced with an
"F."
The new aperture linkage was designed to reduce the film advance torque and
to integrate TTL light metering. After the shutter was released, the lens
reverted to the maximum aperture regardless of the film advance state.
The built-in CdS exposure meter indicated the proper aperture for the selected
shutter speed. A lever switched between the high (EV9 to 18) and low (EV1 to
10) metering sensitivity ranges.

Canon F-serie
Canon FX Black April 1964

After the Canonflex R-series, the Canon FX was the first in a new series having
an aperture linkage on a new lens mount.
The model designation's "flex" (for single-lens reflex) suffix was replaced with an
"F."
The new aperture linkage was designed to reduce the film advance torque and
to integrate TTL light metering. After the shutter was released, the lens
reverted to the maximum aperture regardless of the film advance state.
The built-in CdS exposure meter indicated the proper aperture for the selected
shutter speed. A lever switched between the high (EV9 to 18) and low (EV1 to
10) metering sensitivity ranges.

Canon F-serie
Canon FP

Oktober 1964

This was an FX without the built-in exposure meter. For pro users who did not
want or need the exposure meter. An external CdS exposure meter having the
same specs as the FX's built-in meter was offered as an option.
*Both the FX and FP also had black versions.

Canon F-serie
Canon PELLIX April 1965

Canon's first 35mm SLR camera with TTL metering. A super-thin, semitransparent film only 20/1000 mm thick was used as a fixed mirror. Since
there was no mirror blackout, the user could see the image at the moment of
exposure.
A stopped-down, TTL exposure meter used 12% spot metering at the viewfinder
center. It was hailed for its accuracy and reliability.
The fixed pellicle mirror reduced the amount of light reaching the film by onethird. Therefore an f/1.2 lens was like an f/1.4 lens and an f/1.4 acted like f/1.7.
However since the image could be viewed through the viewfinder even during long
exposures, it was a popular camera.

Canon F-serie
Canon FTQL

Mars 1966

Introduced a year after the Pellix, the FT QL had a normal quick-return reflex
mirror and stop-down TTL metering. The finder's condenser lens was cut at a
45-degree angle. Twelve percent of the image area surface was semi-silvered
with vapor deposition. The incident light reflected by this semi-transparent
mirror was directed to the metering element. The viewfinder had match-needle
exposure metering. The distance to the metering element was the same as the
distance to the focal plane. Therefore the camera had the same focal plane
metering characteristics as the Pellix.
The Canon Booster for low-light metering down to EV 3.5 (23 sec. at f/1.4) was
available as an optional accessory attachable to the accessory shoe

Canon F-serie
Canon PELLIX QL

Mars 1966

An improved Pellix marketed at the same time as the FT QL. Film loading was
easier, the Canon Booster for low-light metering could be attached, and the
stop-down lever had a locking mechanism.
The newly designed FL 50mm f/1.4 II lens was highly rated for its high resolving
power, excellent contrast, and color balance. This lens served as the standard
for the later line of FD lenses.

Canon F-serie
Canon PELLIX QL Black

Mars 1966

An improved Pellix marketed at the same time as the FT QL. Film loading was
easier, the Canon Booster for low-light metering could be attached, and the
stop-down lever had a locking mechanism.
The newly designed FL 50mm f/1.4 II lens was highly rated for its high resolving
power, excellent contrast, and color balance. This lens served as the standard
for the later line of FD lenses.

Canon F-serie
Canon TL

Februar 1968

A simplified and cheaper version of the FT QL, this camera was for the
overseas mass market. The maximum shutter speed was only 1/500 sec. The
camera was without a self-timer and QL feature, but it retained stop-down TTL
metering. Although most TL cameras did not have QL, some cameras did as
shown in the photo.

Canon EX-serie
Canon EXEE

Oktober 1966

This camera had unusual features such as shutter speed-priority AE,
maximum-aperture TTL metering and AE, a bright aerial image viewfinder, and
focal-plane shutter. The front lens element was also interchangeable.
The camera had a built-in rear lens consisting of 3 elements in 2 groups.
Besides the normal EX 50mm f/1.8 lens, two other interchangeable front lens
elements were available: EX 35mm f/3.5 and EX 95mm f/3.5.
Centerweighted averaging metering was incorporated for easy operation. For
lenses with different maximum apertures, the f-number could be adjusted
manually to compensate.

Canon F-serie
Canon F-1

Mars 1971

After five years and a large investment in money and labor, the top-of-the-line
35mm Canon F-1 system was born.
The FD lens mount was newly developed for the new line of FD lenses. The new
lens mount enabled fully-coupled automatic exposure metering. The camera
system also included the first accessory ever for remote picture-taking with
the camera. The many accessories enabled seamless and instant compatibility.
The camera was built to endure 100,000 picture-taking cycles, temperatures
ranging from -30 C to 60 C, and 90% humidity. Being a highly durable and
reliable camera, the F-1 gained many followers including pros. Except for a onetime revision, the camera was manufactured and sold for ten years.

Canon F-serie
Canon FTb Mars 1971

Like the flagship Canon F-1, the FTb was compatible with FD lenses. It was a
mass-market camera having the same basic features as the F-1.
Like the F-1, it had maximum-aperture TTL metering, match-needle exposure
adjustment, and high-precision 12% partial metering at the center. Being a
mid-tier 35mm SLR camera, the FTb was well received by many amateur
photographers. The FTb also allowed stop-down TTL metering (match needle)
for FL lenses and situations when stop-down viewing was required.

Canon F-serie
Canon FTb Black Mars 1971

Like the flagship Canon F-1, the FTb was compatible with FD lenses. It was a
mass-market camera having the same basic features as the F-1.
Like the F-1, it had maximum-aperture TTL metering, match-needle exposure
adjustment, and high-precision 12% partial metering at the center. Being a
mid-tier 35mm SLR camera, the FTb was well received by many amateur
photographers. The FTb also allowed stop-down TTL metering (match needle)
for FL lenses and situations when stop-down viewing was required.

Canon F-serie
Canon F-1

HSMDC

Februar 1972

With the F-1's rigid, durable body and a fixed pellicle mirror, this F-1 model
boasted the world's fastest continuous shooting speed at the time.
With a shutter speed anywhere from 1/60 sec. to 1/1000 sec., the camera
could finish a roll of 36-exposure film in 4 sec. at 9 frames per sec. Since the
camera was designed for high-speed continuous shooting, an exposure meter
was omitted along with the self-timer. The lens aperture also had to be
stopped down manually with a lever on the camera. The camera targeted pro
and press photographers covering the Munich Summer Olympics.

Canon EX-serie
Canon EX AUTO Februar 1972

An improved version of the EX EE, the EX AUTO was very popular with beginners
who previously had difficulty understanding SLR cameras. The EX AUTO had
maximum-aperture TTL metering and shutter speed-priority AE.The lens'
maximum aperture f-number was corrected automatically when the lens was
attached to the camera. Another improvement was the addition of the EX
125mm f/3.5 interchangeable telephoto lens.
The lens focusing ring was also coupled to autoflash metering. With the
dedicated Speedlite D mounted on the hot shoe and the EX 50mm f/1.8 lens
attached to the camera, the CAT System automatically obtained the correct
flash exposure for the subject distance. Taking pictures at night became as
easy as taking pictures during the day.

Canon F-serie
Canon FTb-N Juli 1973

Improved version of the Canon FTb. Improvements include a shutter speed
display in the viewfinder, a larger shutter button , a plastic-tipped film advance
lever, and a slimmer combination self-timer and stop-down lever.

Canon F-serie
Canon EF

November 1973

This camera's main feature was the first and last of its kind. It was the Copal
Square, a vertical-travel, metal-curtain, focal-plane shutter.
The camera's specifications and ease of use were ideal for aged users. Just
press the shutter button for shutter speed-priority TTL automatic exposure. A
silicon photocell was used for full-aperture centerweighted averaging metering.
Fast shutter speeds from 1/2 sec. to 1/1000 sec. and bulb were mechanicallycontrolled while slow speeds from 1 sec. to 30 sec. were electronicallycontrolled.

Canon F-serie
Canon TX

Mars 1975

This was a stripped-down Canon FTb for the mass market overseas. The
fastest shutter speed was only 1/500 sec. The metering pattern was
centerweighted averaging instead of 12% partial at the center. The stop-down
lever had no locking feature. A PC terminal and hot shoe were provided for
flash.

Canon F-serie
Canon TLb April 1976

The TLb was marketed overseas in September 1974 as the cheaper version of
the Ftb. It was later sold in Japan in April 1976. The basic specifications were
the same as the Canon TX except for the hot shoe which was omitted. X-sync
was possible only with the PC terminal.

Canon F-serie
Canon F-1 (seinare modell) Sept. 1976

An F-1 with a few improvements. The film advance winding stroke was reduced
from 180 to 139. And the film advance lever's ready position was widened from
15 to 30. This made film advance faster. The film advance lever also had a new
plastic tip. The film speed range was also increased from ISO 2000 to ISO
3200. The PC terminal had a fastener to prevent the PC cord from
disconnection. In all, thirteen improvements over the old F-1 were made.

Canon F-serie
Canon F-A 1980

"...Canon FA ? some sites stated it as an ophthalmological application camera.
Said to be introduced in 1980 - based on AE-1 (all balack bodies). Pacifica Rim
camera asked for USD675-00 with a specialized Canon Motor Drive MZ unit....
basically a medical application camera ...". Note: Ophthalmological examination
and corrective devices. Subjective tests to determine the visual function, and
physical examination of the eyes by means of special devices.

Canon F-serie
Canon New F-1 September 1981

Instead of being a next-generation successor to the F-1, this camera was
called the "New F-1," and not the "F-2." With the first F-1 in 1971, Canon
promised that the camera would remain unchanged for 10 years. This promise
was fulfilled. During those ten years, there were remarkable advances in
electronics, precision manufacturing, and optics. The successor to the top-ofthe-line F-1 had to incorporate the best electronic technology for better
automation, versatility, and specifications.
For metering flexibility, the New F-1 uses interchangeable focusing screens to
change the metering pattern with a segmented metering element. For
automation, system AE is incorporated for optimum operation. The camera's
basic controls are also the same as the old F-1 so F-1 users can easily adapt
to the New F-1.

Canon F-serie
Canon New F-1 HSMDC

Februar 1984

Based on the New F-1 and equipped with a fixed pellicle mirror, this camera
boasted the fastest continuous shooting speed ever. It has a four-axis,
horizontal-travel, focal-plane electromagnetic shutter with metal curtains. One
of three shooting speeds can be set. At the H setting, the camera can zip
through a 36-exposure roll of film in 2.57 sec. at 14 fps.
Metering system has a match needle for stopped-down TTL. The aperture is
stopped down automatically during the exposure. The power pack can be
attached to the camera bottom or detached and used separately. The camera
requires two dedicated power packs (totaling 24 V) housing ten 1.2 V size-AA
Ni-Cd batteries. Priced at 1,300,300 yen, the camera was a limited edition for
press photographers.

Canon A-serie
Canon AE-1

April 1976

Introduced in April 1976, the AE-1 was a very successful camera worldwide.
When the AE-1 came out, TTL manual-metering models (including the Canon FTb
and FTb-N) were still the mainstream in the 35mm SLR market. Autoexposure
models were still at the very top end of the SLR market. They were expensive
and produced in small numbers.
The AE-1, however, was designed from the ground up with five major units and
twenty-five minor units. They were centrally controlled by a microcomputer. By
incorporating electronics, the parts count could be reduced by 300. The
manufacturing of the camera was also highly automated. This made it possible
to produce a low-cost camera having high-end features.

Canon A-serie
Canon AT-1

Desember 1976

The AE-1 with shutter speed-priority AE and TTL metering became wildly
popular in Japan and overseas.
However in a few overseas markets, the AE-1 had a high price tag. There were
also many users who still preferred manual metering. In response to these
people, the AT-1 was developed. It had the same body as the AE-1. It featured
match-needle metering and TTL centerweighted averaging metering with CdS
photocell. The camera could use the same accessories as the AE-1.

Canon A-serie
Canon A-1 April 1978

The A-1 was the top-of-the-line A-series camera. (The AE-1 was the first in this
series.) It was a sophisticated electronic camera with all-digital control.
Besides the shutter speed-priority AE and aperture-priority AE modes, it
featured the first fully automatic program AE mode, preset aperture-priority
AE, and Speedlite AE mode.
The viewfinder information was also easy to read with a 7-segment red LED
readout. The control settings were displayed at the same time which made it
very useful.
Besides Power Winder A, developed at the same time as the AE-1, accessories
for the A-1 included the compact Motor Drive MA which attained a maximum
shooting speed of 5 fps. This Motor Drive had a convenient vertical-grip
shutter button. Also, there was the Speedlite 199A which had bounce flash
capability.The A-1's body had a fine black finish.

Canon A-serie
Canon AV-1 Mai 1979

Even though the camera would cost more, shutter speed-priority AE cameras
were important to Canon since users could comprehend shutter speeds easier
than aperture settings. However, in America and other overseas markets,
aperture-priority AE 35mm cameras were in the majority.
Overseas distributors also clamored for an aperture-priority AE model. Canon
responded with the AV-1.
When this camera appeared, a new type of FD lenses featuring instant
mounting/demounting was also introduced. A low-cost FD 50mm f/2 lens was
made available for the AV-1.

Canon A-serie
Canon AE-1 PROGRAM

April 1981

It was five years after the AE-1 became a worldwide hit. Many users wanted
the program AE mode that was featured in the A-1. This mode set both the
shutter speed and aperture automatically. The user just had to press the
shutter button.
The AE-1 Program camera was developed in response to the demand for
program AE and to succeed the original AE-1. The camera now had both
shutter speed-priority AE and program AE modes. It also sported a palm grip
like the A-1. The camera was also compatible with the A-1's Motor Drive MA.
The viewfinder featured LEDs. It was quite an advanced camera.
To make Motor Drive MA compatible with the AE-1 Program camera, it had
three electrical contacts instead of only two which the original version had.
Also, Power Winder A was converted into Power Winder A2 for higher
performance.

Canon A-serie
Canon AL-1

Mars 1982

Targeting users who had difficulty focusing through the viewfinder, the AL-1
featured an electronic focus-assist system besides aperture-priority AE.
The system searches for the peak of the subject's image contrast obtained by
three linear CCD arrays. The bottom of the viewfinder has arrows indicating the
direction to turn the focusing ring to achieve focus. When focus is achieved, the
in-focus mark between the two arrows lights.
The exposure is controlled by a TTL silicon photocell and aperture-priority AE
with centerweighted averaging metering. All shutter speeds are electronically
controlled and stepless. The camera is also compatible with all FD lenses.

Canon A-serie
Canon AL-1 Black

Mars 1982

Targeting users who had difficulty focusing through the viewfinder, the AL-1
featured an electronic focus-assist system besides aperture-priority AE.
The system searches for the peak of the subject's image contrast obtained by
three linear CCD arrays. The bottom of the viewfinder has arrows indicating the
direction to turn the focusing ring to achieve focus. When focus is achieved, the
in-focus mark between the two arrows lights.
The exposure is controlled by a TTL silicon photocell and aperture-priority AE
with centerweighted averaging metering. All shutter speeds are electronically
controlled and stepless. The camera is also compatible with all FD lenses.

Canon T-serie
Canon T-50

Mars 1983

In the early 1980s, the SLR still dominated. Metering systems diversified as
camera makers competed fiercely to offer the better camera. The confusion
may have turned off users as more people began to avoid SLRs.
In 1981, 35mm SLR production peaked at 7.67 million units. Two years later,
this amount shrank by more than 30 percent to 5.37 million units.
Amid such market conditions, the Canon T50 was introduced as a wave-ofthe-future 35mm SLR camera. It was the first T-series camera. The camera
was designed to respond to the user automatically. It was easy to use and
anybody could take pictures with it. It had a power winder (which was well
received on the Autoboy) and TTL program AE. In 1983, the T50 won the Good
Design Award from the Ministry of International Trade and Industry.
There is the limited model as T5 in only USA.

Canon T-serie
Canon T-70

April 1984

The second T-series camera. The camera kit included an FD 35-70mm f/3.5-4.5
lens or an FD 28-55mm f/3.5-4.5.
The large LCD panel and key-touch buttons had a major impact on 35mm SLR
cameras that followed. The T70 features shutter speed-priority TTL AE, TTL
multi-program AE, and preset aperture AE. The dual metering system gives a
choice of centerweighted averaging metering and partial metering at the
center. In 1984, the camera won the Good Design Award (from the Ministry of
International Trade and Industry) and the European Camera of the Year Award.

Canon T-serie
Canon T-80

Canon's first autofocus 35mm SLR camera. The AF system uses a linear CCD
array for TTL image contrast detection. The picture-taking mode can be
selected with the pictographs on the external LCD panel.
For metering and exposure control, TTL multi-program AE and preset aperture
AE with centerweighted averaging metering are provided. Lenses for
autofocusing with the T80 were called AC lenses. These lenses had the FD
mount and signal transmission capability. Three such lenses were available: AC
50mm f/1.8, AC 35-70mm f/3.5-4.5, and AC 75-200mm f/4.5.

Canon T-serie
Canon T-90

Februar 1986

Developed as the top-of-the-line T-series camera, the T90 is a multi-mode SLR
with built-in motor drive. The form of the pentaprism hump is a distinct
characteristic. Instead of being sharp-edged like on previous cameras, it is
rounded with smooth curves. The camera was designed to lessen the picturetaking burden on the user via automation. It aimed for seamless operation to
respond to the user's will. A lot of top-notch technology and thought went into
the camera.
The camera has three metering systems to suit diverse shooting conditions.
Eight autoexposure modes and two manual exposure modes also make the
camera highly versatile. Drive operations are divided among three small
coreless motors to consume less power. With four size-AA batteries, the builtin motor drive can shoot at a maximum of 4.5 fps. It was truly a top-of-the-line
camera. In Japan, the camera's nickname was "Tank."

Canon T-serie
Canon T-60

April 1990

This camera was developed for the overseas market and it was not sold in
Japan. It featured a vertical-travel, focal-plane electronic shutter with metal
curtains. Aperture-priority AE was effective for 8 sec. to 1/1000 sec. and Xsync (1/60 sec.). Manual exposure was good for 1 sec. to 1/1000 sec. and B.
Centerweighted averaging metering. Metering range of EV 1 - 18 at ISO 100.

